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OVAMBO PROVERBS 
WITH AFRICAN PARALLELS

(ez lapaljára a címhez csillaggal jegyzetként)

Kuusi, Matti: Ovambo Proverbs with African Parallels, Helsinki, 1970. Suomalaienen Tiedeakatemia – Academia Scientiarum Fennica. pp 356 (FF Communications No. 208)

The Ovambo are the most populous Western Bantu people; of 350,000 souls, the majority live in South West Africa and a quarter in Angola. Their folklore has been collected for a century, a significant proportion of the records coming from Finnish or Northern European missionaries. The collection of material has come to light from 16 main sources and several smaller ones and certainly contains the majority of Ovambo proverbs. The volume contains 2483 proverbs in 4631 variations. The individual proverbs are listed without groupings according to content. The Bantu form appears first, then the literary translation into English and finally the English figurative interpretation. For every single proverb, Kuusi also quotes the traceable African parallels. He shows the present situation of research into African proverbs, that although the author may have collected comparable material from sixty peoples, the number of all the African proverbs cited as parallels, still does not reach the number of Ovambo proverbs published. At the end of the book, there is an Ovambo glossary, so that anyone who knows Bantu might find the proverb they are interested in.  However, considering what a big event the material in this volume and the parallels represent for folkloristic Africanists, it is a pity that the publication, without classification or an English index, almost hides its material. It seems that we still do not know how proverbs could be published in a scientific manner.

(Ethnographia (Budapest), 1982, volume 93, No. 42, pp 286.)
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