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THE ORAL LITERATURE OF BLACK AFRICA

(ez lapaljára a címhez csillaggal jegyzetként)

Veronika Görög: The oral literature of Black Africa. Analytic bibliography, G.-P. Maisonneuve et Larose, Paris, 1981, 394 old.

The most important reference book on African folkloristics up to the present time, has appeared. With the help of the National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) in Paris, the Centre for African Studies, the School for the Study of Social Sciences, even the Ministry of Cooperation, and the contribution if Michèle Chiche, the first bibliography of Black African oral tradition has been published, as a result of fifteen years work. Though there are several national and international African bibliographies, bibliographies on folkloristics and the bibliography of anthropological and ehtnographic research is being published, (it would be good to give a separate account of the problems of African bibliographies, especially folklore bibliographies!), nevertheless there was a great need for a work of this breadth and with these objectives.

The material in the bibliography finishes with the year 1977. French, English and German works have been taken into account. These were looked at if they had appeared in Europe, America or Africa. In the case of books, the great Parisian libraries were taken as a basis, and this was complemented with material from libraries in London, Tervur, Basel and Bloomington, Indiana, USA. All this in itself shows the scope of the work and at the same time its limitations. A dual language (French and English) introduction gives information about the work and this is followed by a list of over a hundred journals reviewed (or partly reviewed). The abbreviations are also explained separately. The main body of the work consists of an inventory of books and studies. 2752 signed and over a hundred anonymous works are presented in alphabetical order. According to French custom, university dissertations (and related writing) are listed separately. This is highly selected material.

There are altogether 2883 entries in the book. (Due to some double numbering, the real number is somewhat higher). 

A detailed “ethno-linguistic” index follows. These are designated by a list of languages, tribes and peoples. Since different names might appear in material in different languages, the ordering of the material was not an easy task. There is also an index by subject at the end of the book on an unexpectedly large scale: eight distinct groups are indicated (bibliographies and catalogues, songs, stories, short genres, elaborative studies, legends, epic poems, formulaic creations). As far as I am able to judge, one work is listed in several places, if there is a good reason. This system is not bad, but it would have been better to list not eight, but four or five times more groups, even if it had meant more overlapping. The book ends with a separate appendix.  A scientific and sociological overview of this bibliography, by the editor and her husband, (the sociologist and Mauss publisher, Victor Karády), appeared in Cahiers d’Études Africaines in 1979. This is also included here. We find out how African folklore, a fast spreading research subject in recent decades, appears in the breakdown of bibliographical data.

Obviously, every bibliography can be added to, including this one. It would be worth publishing, for example, the bibliography of Hungarian Africanistics. The notes of a few lines attached to certain items are also extremely important, since nobody, wherever they are, is able to access all the works mentioned. 

We hope that the bibliography will be continued and fast, with international cooperation, for which every assistance must be given. We can all agree with such a practical conception of folklore (and oral tradition). 

(Ethnographia (Budapest), 94, 4, 639-640. old.)
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