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GENRES, FORMS, MEANINGS

(ez lapaljára a címhez csillaggal jegyzetként)

Genres, forms, meanings. Essays in African Oral Literature, edited by and texts collected by Veronika Görög-Karady. Oxford, 1982, 
vi + 122 old.

This book is the material from the conference on African oral poetry held at Wolfson College, Oxford on June 6 1981. The papers appeared at the same time in the Journal of the Anthropological Society of Oxford (JASO) in the 1982 issue. The preface mentions the English and French symposium and was written by the editor. The introduction by Ruth FINNEGAN also gives an overview. Five English and five French papers follow. The papers vary, since they were written by experts each studying their subject for many years. General observations on African folklore, interpretations of systems of genres and groups of story texts are juxtaposed. The concrete interpretation of rites reoccurs several times, but we may also read papers on versification, general descriptions of African heroic epics, Zulu prophecy and the precise text research of work songs.

The small volume is an event in the renewed activity in African folklorism: it was made with professional knowledge of anthropology and folkloristics of the highest standard. It demonstrates effectively that French and English researchers now complement rather than contradict each other. However, it is a pity that an ultimately internal publication does not provide information about the debates at the symposium, which were certainly illuminating. 

(Ethnographia (Budapest), 94, 4, 640. old.)
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