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Annexes
WELCOMING AFRICAN FOLKLORISTS 

(Opening addresses, Folklore in Africa Today – International Workshop, Budapest 1–4. XI., 1982.) 

This is the first time that there has been an International Conference on African Folklore in Hungary. Just after this statement I should say that in august 1976 in Budapest we held the VIIIth Congress of the International Comparative Literature Association with special emphasis on literatures originating in different countries. Another International conference of African historians in the European Socialist countries was held in Budapest from September 5-8, 1977. Hungary has hosted various meetings on economic development or plans in Africa. Still our conference on African folklore is an initiating venture in Hungary.

It might be surprising that a small country, so far from Africa and with no intention of monopolozing African studies, is willing to host a conference of this kind. Simply stated, we would like to be a meeting place for experts on African folklore, coming from the most varied directions and backgrounds. Also our Hungarian colleagues interested in African studies want to learn from the wisdom and experiences of the participants. In Hungary we cannot boast of great collections of African anthropology and folklore, archives and fieldwork records, but still, we have some materials we want to present here. On the other hand, perhaps is not a completely unknown fact that folklore research in Hungary is a well-established domain of the social sciences, and Hungarian folklorists have obtained results and made some conclusions during the course of their work, not only in Hungary, but in other continents as well. It seems to me that in some cases we can share our knowledge concerning old and new folklore, as well as that concerning old and new methods in dealing with folklore. The aim of our meeting is to investigate the changes in African folk traditions. Even in a continent so rich in folk traditions as Africa, the shady side of irrevocable social changes and rapid development appears: people tending to forget their own folkways, or – still worse – to commercialize them, which is equivalent with the killing of one’s own authentic traditional culture.

Our conference is of a scholarly character; we will listen to papers on folk literature, folk music, folk art and the like, we will see exhibitions of very old and very nice African monuments of art and we will exchange ideas about future cooperation among African folklorists. We do have in mind presenting some suggestions concerning the coordination of African folklore research, regarding collecting and storing materials, bibliography, and joint publications. We will launch a proposal for establishing an International Assosciation of Oral Literature in Africa, which should look towards developing research facilities for all those interested in Africa folklore.

As for our role as the organizer, the Department of Folklore at the Loránd Eötvös University has had lectures for about 30 years on African cultures and folklore, but until quite recently, we were not able to initiate a special African anthropology or folklore program. At present, at the Faculty of Humanities of our University, there are more than 10 different lectures more or less closely connected with African studies. We hope that from 1983 on, we can regularly offer classes in African studies. We are very proud of the fact that some foreign students come from Africa, or that they choose their research topics from there. Hungarian Africanists, or better to say, Africanists of Hungarian origin have already worked diligently in various research centres. To name only a few, Emil Torday’s collections are in London, resp. In Budapest; the first great anthropological economist, Károly Polányi’s manuscripts finally came back to Hungary from the United Stated some weeks ago, and Mrs. Veronika Görög’s papers on African folktales have appeared both in France and Hungary. We will also attempt in the future to extend our contacts with everyone who shares our interest in African folklore.

In summer 1981, in the Department of Folklore, we began a research program on Folklore Today – Africa, whose financial support comes from the Hungarian State. During the short time of about a year, we were able to support some fieldwork in Libya, Angola, Mozambique and elsewhere, and we will try to extend that kind of primary research. It is a great pleasure to be able to say that the directorships and staffs of various institutions in Hungary have fully supported our project. We especially have to thank the Loránd Eötvös University, the Ministry of Culture, the Ethnographic Research Group at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, the Musicology Institute of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, the Philological Division of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, the Ethnographic Museum, the Hungarian Radio, the Hungarian Television, and other institutions for their moral or material support. But first of all, we are grateful for the presence here of our dear colleagues from Africa, Europe and America. Because of the financial difficulties caused by international air flight costs, in some cases because of illness, or another important meeting at the same time some of our invited guests were not able to participate in this meeting. We hope that next time we will be able to convene in even greater numbers.

I have to state furthermore that both the UNESCO headquarters in Paris, especially the Division of Cultural Development, and the Hungarian UNESCO Committee in Budapest have shown a keen interest in our works, and have extended their good wishes for success to all our participants.

(Budapest, 1st November 1982) 
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