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WELCOMING AFRICAN FOLKLORISTS 
AGAIN IN BUDAPEST!

It was two years ago, in the beginning of November 1982, that we organized the first meeting of the International Workshop Folklore in Africa Today/ Colloque International Folklore en Afrique d’aujourd’hui. Already at that time the participants decided to repeat the successful conference within two years. Now I am pleased to tell you that a similar congress – completed only with an English and a French word: Second – Deuxieme …– will be held between the 28 and 30 of August 1984, again in the Hungarian capital, Budapest. I welcome the old and new participants with the greatest respect and wish them successful work. As it is known, all international conferences like this have multiple goals. According to the official program – which is available for everyone in the form of a booklet – lectures will be delivered, discussions carried out and meeting held. During these everybody gives account of what he has achieved in his research field in the past few years. We asked the participants of our conference to give preference to certain important subjects. These are indicated as common topics of discussion for individual sessions as well. Naturally, these 4 or 5 important subjects are not the only ones known to us the present folklore research of Africa, this field is so varied and rich that any part of the subject-matter, any African culture offers new and new discoveries. One of the most pass on attractive feature of our first conference was that it could forward brand new scientific recognition’s, and now new results will bestow in an even wider range. We are really pleased that the number of participant countries and their scholars has been multiplied. Of course, we consider the most important that we can greet more colleagues from Africa herself at our conference.

Two years ago the participants of that conference in Budapest proposed the foundation of an international association for folklore research in Africa. Since then the plan has developed considerably, so that at our present conference the IAOLA, the International Association of Oral Literature in Africa, can actually be founded. About its informational bulletin and its other publications we have decide at a separate meeting. We hope that the new international association will contribute to the development of African and folklore studies. 

Both of our conference were organized by the Research Program in African Studies begin in 1981 at the Department of Folklore of the Lóránd Eötvös University of Budapest. Its first period will end at the end of 1984, actually with the second conference in Budapest and the preparation of its material for the press. It should be noted that though this research program gave a moral basis for the coordination of a few subjects of African studies in Hungary, and provided a very humble fund for the arrange met of both of our conference, this was only an insignificant percent of the necessary expenditures. Fortunately, many Hungarian institutions, what is more social organizations, supported us, thus making the first and second conference possible. For this once we express our gratitude to the management of the Lóránd Eötvös University, the responsible departments of the Ministry of Education, the Popular Front, the organizing authorities, its research institutes, to the National Peace Council, the National Trades Union Committee, and to all the colleagues accomplished the very labour-consuming and unpromising but indispensable work of organizing the conferences. We hope that our mistakes are smaller than expected, and remain within the limits of tolerance. We await your further proposals and comments connected to this.

I have already given account of the beginnings, possibilities and perspectives of African studies in Hungary in the introduction of the 1982 conference in Budapest. What we have done since then our present guests will see soon. Nevertheless, I me mention that our small workshop of African studies had regular meetings, we delivered lectures. At the end of 1983 the Modern Philological Society was organized. This has got a separate section for African studies with Professor László Dezső, a linguist, presiding and Szilárd Biernaczky as secretary. The section has begun its monthly meetings. In the future we would be pleased to see foreign colleagues as well at these meetings. Please, inform the secretary about your stay in Hungary beforehand, so that we could insert your lecture in our program. The preparation of the bulletin informing about the researches in African studies in Hungary has been begun. First it was edited in Hungarian under the title News of African Studies, later, considering the international interest, its issues were prepared as African/Budapest. The copies available we have posted to the Hungarian and foreign colleagues as well, the free ones can be acquired at our conference. The editorial staff of the Africana/Budapest is at the same time the co-ordinator of our researches in African studies, who played an important role in the preparation of our conference. Their selfless and important work deserves special gratitude. As to the continuation of this work and the future of Africana/Budapest, which is of international interest, we expect the advice and remarks of our guests.

We also plan to publish some Hungarian and foreign works. These will be expatiated on at our conference. Here we call your attention to only one, in Hungary a bit unusual but pleasant fact: no even two years after our first conference, its material has been published in two volumes approximately on 900 pages under the title Folklore in Africa Today/Folklore en Afrique d’aujourd’hui, which contains 50 studies and a few documents. This large-scale publication will be available for the participants of the present conference under extremely favourable conditions. We remind you of this possibility. Later on the publication will be available only in limited number, by international book exchanges already operating.

We intend to publish the material of the present conference too. But to do this we need to have the complete texts of the lectures ready for print in time. For this purpose, we ask the participants of our conference to place the texts of their lectures at the Secretariat’s disposal before their departure. From the material of the 1982 conference we wish to publish a selection in Hungarian as well. However, we suggest that you make the texts brought here in French and English available in your country in other languages as well. We ask you to send a copy of such publications for our archives.

We have announced several subject-matters arranged in six groups of topics (I-VI) for our conference. Some of them were drafted in cooperation with the programs of different research institutes and social science institutions in Budapest (like the Research Centre for Mass Media, the Central Directorate of Museums, the Culture Research Institute, and the National Educational Institute, etc.). With this we wished to emphasize the wide scope in which we try to have researches in African studies accepted both in our country and abroad. The fact that we could ensure even larger facilities for the participants of our present conference is due to the leadership of the International Federation for Modern Languages and Literatures/Fédération International des Langues et Littératures Moderns (FILLM), and first of all to Academic President Miklós Szabolcsi (Budapest). Between the 21st and 27th of August its 16th World Congress took place in Budapest, with several hundreds of participants and in altogether 100 sessions. Our meeting is connected to it in the form of a post-congress conference. The program booklets of each event have reference to the other, therefore we do not need to list all the individual lectures that could interest scholars working in African studies and folklore at the 16th FILLM Congress. The two main subjects of the Budapest Congress off FILLM were: Change in Language and Literature and Permanence and Change in Literary and Linguistic Function and  Form.  The meetings of sessions were grouped around 4 main questions: 1. Problems of Theory and Method/Questions théoriques et idéologiques – 2. Historical perspectives/Perspectives historiques – 3. Current Problems/Problemes actuels – 4. Regional problems/Problemes régionaux. Each of these contains lectures in African topics. In 23 August 1984 a panel discussion entitled African Literature Today took place. On another occasion a separate session was held on the questions of oral literature. These can be regarded as immediate antecedents of our present conference. Hereby we express our gratitude for the helpful cooperation that came into existence between the preparatory committee of the FILLM (with the direction of József Kovács) and our preparatory committee. Beside participating in both of the conference it is possible to attend mutually all the programs except lectures (e.g. exhibitions, concerts, excursions, etc.), buying all the publications of the two congresses and establishing all kinds of scientific relations. We think it is a great advantage to ever one interested in African folklore if he can take part in the XVIth Congress of the summit organ of scholars dealing with the modern languages and literatures of the world, on the other hand we consider it very fortunate if this world-wide organizator (the FILLM) attests its interest in the cultures of the developed world by interlining with a meeting of African studies. We hope that our expectations were fulfilled and the joining of the two conferences resulted in mutual advantages.

We propose that the following conferences in African and folklore studies link up with scientific programs. 

Joining folklore and African studies can be done in many ways. By means of the FILLM congress we managed to adjust the research of African subjects to investigation of modern languages and literatures. The word „folklore” in the title of our conference and the exertion „oral literature” in the name of our intended association refers to the importance we attach to the most developed field of folklore research, namely the investigation folk poetry. In connection with this we have to note that between 12 and 17 June 1984 in Bergen, Norway the most well-known international organ for oral literature, the International Society for Folklore Narrative Research held its 8th congress. This organization rallying primarily the investigators of folk-tales, legends, short epic genres, but which experts of ballads and epic songs also join, has been operating for several decades, and one of its vice-presidents represents Africa. The latest conference in Bergen conained also lectures of African interest, nevertheless it would be useful to make this organization even more international in chracter by involving African folklorists. We hope that the next, 9th congress, which will take place in 1989 will give possibility for that.

We consider it our task that the forthcoming organization called International Association of Oral literature in Africa should establish close relationships with the already operating associations of folklore and African studies as soon as possible. We have the hope of the UNESCO and other international cultural institutions will support its activity.

When opening the second conference dealing with the present situation of African folklore we emphasise the importance of work to be done. Although we can be sure still for a long time that it is worth to search for the retraceable tokens of African folklore, and it is certain that both in Africa and in the other continents the number of experts in the field are increasing – we cannot hide our fears that the quicker and quicker change of traditional African cultures, their material supply for scientific research all over the world goes together with the perishing of irreplaceable values.

Our second conference’s task is the same as that of the first one was: to save, collect, publish and analyse in a scientific way all that can be found in African folklore today. To this great work we wish possibility, fortune and good results to everyone.

(Budapest, August 1984)
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